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Handout #1 p.1 — excerpt from the chapter The Ordering of Maides from Twelve Yeare Old and
Upward

from twelue yearé old andvpward. 139
it i1 yet night, andginethmease to her honfbold, and /
taske to her maides. Hewbeir, fuch parents as ave §menad ©
not of fafficicntabilicy ro maintaine their children sice.
in their owne houle,(whichvnder wife-gouerning
parents were belt in thislicentious generation )
they oughrroapplytheir witsand beft endeavour,
to-placcthemin good feruices ; wherethey may
be well raughrall manner of goodhouiwifric,and
honeltie ot life, and encreate in the knowledge of
our Lordlefus Chrift. In thisplace Icannot buc
remember one Cains Frrius Crefinnsywho fo tm-
ployed a luflic daugbter with his tooles of hus-
bandricand oxen, thathe reaped morefruit of a
fmall peice of ground, then hisncighboursdid of
verylarge fields: Rebekuh, Rachel, & dethr oes davgh- Gois% s
ters , kept their fathers fneepe :andking Dawids »53m37-
danghtercould handle the frying-pan.*Itis theaBegin reading here
a0 difgrace, butgrear goodto keep thedavghters .
well bufied in honeft labour,at home or inferuice _
abroad. Andatthisageof twelue yearesand for- Afiervchie

the mother v-

ward, the patents,and namely the mother ;is 1o fechher dugh.
vit her felfe more familiarly with che daughrer(al- sy ™" -
way keeping the gravitie and authoritic of a mo-
ther) thacfo the child may loue her companie,and
be moreapt toopen frer mind to her mother, and
not by {feucritic to canfe her todelight ina firan-
ger, andto open her mind o fuch: for bykind v-
fage, they (hallfee furtherinto their natutes, and
more eafily learne what need they haue of marri-
age, & o preuent the ftealing away of their child,
orat leaBlipf their childs heare. And thus obfex-
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140 The ordexing of maides

uing their parurall difpofition , on the onefide
‘they may in due time fecke out an honeft match
for theirchild: and handfomely on the otherfide
choofe fuch aman, as their daughter may beebeft
End of excerpt  able to content, and be contented, For euery ho-
neft or rich maide , isnot fit for eucrichoneft &

sich man but there isa certen equabiliticto bee

obferued, that they two who by marriageare to

rCorzg.  be madeone, mayioyfully give due bencuolence

: oneto theother: as to muficall infiruments right-

ly fitted; doe makea moft pleafant and fweet har-

monicina welltuned confort. And in this cafe,

seme parens 1 1C€ MANY parents to doe contraric to their office:
finkenoton for either they thinke not vpon their childrens
marjing.  negde,, or clsneglect the time,or for worldly re-
fpedts, caule their children to ftay ouer-long, to

their great hazard and damage many waies. L have

- heard of awife gentleman, of good efteeme for

profeffion in the Gofpel, who {alas) had fer down

fuch arate vpon hisdanghrters, that fome of them

pined away, fome wazedold beeing young, and

. otherill effe@ts followed. I amforrie fuch aman

fhould be reputed wife or a Chriftian, who meafis-

seth his danghrers prefermentby mony, and ma-

keth riches bis god and guide in his daughters

marriage. 1kaew alfoagentleman, who refufing

a verie honelt gentleman,becaufe hee was not in

wealth and repurasion anfwerable to his owae e-

flate & countenance, was made wilerby afecond
daughtersfolly,and then gave his other daughter
to that honeft gentleman; with whonghee lied
WA like
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